
For the Record . . . 

An Early Morning Interview 


Excerpted from, on interview held oy Bar- 
bara Walters with Martha Mitchell on the 
Today Show, February 11, 1971. 

V. alters: Mrs. Mitchell, T hope, if we can 
in this interview, that we'il be able to let the 
American people have an idea of what 
you re really like and what your motivations 
sincerely are. So let me just start with that. 

V. hat is your motivation speaking out as 
you do? What do you want people to know? 

?*trs. Martha Mitchell: Barbara, one never 
knows oneself, and it's very difficult for me 
to say tnat ... 1 have many motivations and 
I iove to do things: I love to know 
And what I'm doing in 
seems to come more or less 
Walters: Well, you’ve made headlines be- 
cause of your habit of making telephone 
calls late at night. At those times, do vou 
know what it is that impeiis 
Mrs. Mitchell: Weil, i< 
one out. May I ask you a 
Walters: Certainly. 

Mrs. Mitchell: How many telephone calls 
have I made late at night? 

W alters: Well, the one that comes to 
mine — and really if you had to pin me 
as you are, I would think of the one about 
Senator Fuibright. There have been 
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Mrs. Mitchell: Can 
Walters: No. 

Mrs. Mitchell: 
them 0 


hard, especially among some 
Democratic, friends 
York. 
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swer. that you've really 

Mrs. Mitchell: That 
telephone call. And, 
should everybody get so excited 
when I was making it on my own time to 
newspaper which is open all 

Walters: Mow, when you do these 
a telephone call or a statement to the press 
— do you discuss this with your husband? Is 
he aware that you’re going to do it? 

Mrs. Mitchell: My husband gets a big bang 
out of what I do. He seems to enjoy it thor- 
oughly, Barbara. I don’t represent the 
government: I don’t represent my husband's 
viewpoint. I'm ar. individual: I'm a free, indi- 
vidual. And, consequently, what I say and do 
he gets a tremendous bang out of . . . 

Walters: How do you fee! about liberal 
Republicans? 

Mrs, MicheE: Weil. I agree with them in 
many ways. In many ways, I don’t. It’s the 
same way with conservatives. I agree with 
them in some ways; in some ways, I don't. 

Walters: Weil, let’s say a liberal Republi- 
can. like Senator Goodeil. A'ow, you were 
not displeased when he was defeated for re- 
election. 

Mrs. Mitchell:. X prefer not to discuss Sen- 
ator Goodeil, because I feel somewhat like I 
do about Lindsay. Lindsiev. 

Walters: It is Lindsay? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Lindsiev, 

Walters: It's Lindsley? 

.Mrs. Mitchell: Yes. 

Walters: We’re talking about John 

Lindsay? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Yes. 

Walters: It's not Lindsay, it's Lindsiev? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Lindsiev. 

Walters: What do you mean? 

Mrs. Mitcheil: Weil, I’ve worked for the 
mayor of New York, and worked rather 


v, a:iers: bo conn Lindsay :s jon.u Linds- 
ley. 

Mrs. Mitchell; Lindsley, 

Walters: Xow the Republicans have a 
Democrat in their midsts, former Governor 
of Texas. John Connaliy. who is a Cabinet 
member. How do you fee: about this: a Dem- 
ocrat ir. with the Republicans? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Weil, I think . . . fMr.l Con- 
nally is perfectly wonderful. I assure you 
the president of the United States is correct 
in every move he makes ... 

Walters: Do you think: so? Is there ever a 
time when the Pres:dent does something 
that you don’t agree with? 

Mrs. Mitchell; There have been times, but 
it’s perhaps because — we-U, I know it’s not 
him. But he has advisers, and they can't al- 
ways be perfect. 

Waiters: Can you think of a time when 
you’ve disagreed? 

Mrs. Mitcheil: N'o one’s perfect. Not spe- 
cifically, no. You asked me about Mr. Con- 
naliy. Now. ! think that he's a delightful per- 
son from what I’ve heard about him. And ! 
know. As my husband said, I dicin’’ speak to 
him for two days, after it was done. 

Waiters:- You didn’t speak to your hus- 
band for two days? 

Mrs. Mitcheil: No, not that he had any- 
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with it. But I wasn’t exactly cer- 
as a good move. So I don't know. 


umortucate ones that we’ve 
We have gotten a lot of good ones, 
take the return trip on that. And 
opens? They go dead-head back to 

Cuba. 

Now. in these planes all these revolution- 
aries. if they want that type of government, 
can get nut of America and go to Cuba. 

Waiters: Do you think they’ should have a 
trial in this country before they leave? 
You're going to just ship them out? 

Mrs. Mitcheil: Not u they come out" and’" 
advocate such a thing. And I'm only speak- 
ing of the ones that want violent revolution, 
wnsch means overthrow of the government 


I think l 
out on these revo* 
un try that I think 
don’t believe in 
think that a • democratic cour.- 
how democratic .it may be. should toler- 
ate people that want drastic overthrow of 
the government of this country. 

Waiters: Which for example? What groups 


Well, it's hard to say. be- 
whole list of subversive 
and people in this country that Ido 
my fingers on. These are in. the 
tiles of the various and sundry departments 
government. And I do not have my fin- 
gers on ail of these. And so- it's difficult for 
to single out any. If I singled out one. I’d 
cover this whole group who are vio- 



